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Fxciting 1o5th Targa Florio

FERRARI SNATCH VICTORY

N one of the most dramatic finishes

and closest contests ever scen in the
A lﬂ-l:l._F hi:tmni the race, Ferrarn, with
a new Type rear-engined sports car,
drven by von Trips and Gendebien,
won the 45th Targa Florio at a mew
record  speed of 103433 kph. (64-27
ni.p.h.), - beating  the vious one  of
Maoss-Colling in the SLEB Mercedes
in 1955 by 4-44 m.p.h.

Moss, o a 2-lire Porsche, which he
shared with Graham Hill and drove for
cight of the 10 laps on the tortuous 44-74-
mile circuit, virtually had led the race
throwghowi, ¢xcemt for ume lost in driver
changes, although by a fairly narrow mar-
gin. He broke his own lap record of

IN DRAMATIC

Alfa-Bomeo Giulicttas, and of the 18
which started, seven qualified, the Fastest
finishing eighth owverall ar an average
speed of 561 m.p.h.

For the first time in this  long-estib-
lished race, which onginated in 1906, the
organizamon has passed our of the hands
of the Florio family. It is now organized

" by the Automobile Club of Palermo, but

Vincenzo Palading, grandson of Florio, the
founder, and  skin-diving  champion of
[taly, is a member of the club committee.

Modificarions have been made to the
circuit this wear; several severe oomers
have been eased, crash barriers added an
several dangerous point: (o PICVent cars
shippine. down the many ravinegs and cer-

Above: Moss had just overtaken the Lancio Flaminio of Cebianca-Zagato (which was third in the
farge G.T. class until engine trouble developed in the ¢iphth lop) ond placed himself beautifully

for the sharp right=hander.

Right: The Porsche Carrera, driven by Strehkle, Pucei, Linghe and

von Hanstein, which wen the G.T. closs. This is o typical section on the approach to the mountains

drmin 17-55ee set up in 1958 with the
DB3S Aston Martin four times bur, alas,
he also broke the differential of his
Porsche when entering the home straight
less than four miles from the finish; it
was a bitter misfortune after 3 masterly
and relaxed drive, which demonstrated
that he is still unsurpassed on a really
diffscult circuir,

Von Trips; who dreve for the first four
and last two laps in the winning Ferrari,
pur - in- g fantastic last Iap in an effort
close the gap of Imin Ssec behind Moss.
His almost unbelievable time was 40min
3.dsec, equal 1o a speed of 107.847 kph,
(6702 m.p.h.). Porsche wook second place
with a new 2-litre car, driven Bonnier

Gumey, and third place with a 1960
RS, with Hermann and Barth; they also
ok first two places in the 1,300 cc. o
2500 cc. G.T. class. A very fine per-
formance was put up by ‘a big feld of

tain sections resurfaced, all of which have
contributed o the better lap  times
achieved.  Nevertheless, this  unigque
course, with its 710 corners per lap, on
marrow roads with batelvy room for two
cars to pass even at normal traffic speeds,
15 2 stvere test of machime and very
demanding on the driver. Cerainly 10
laps of it for seven hours is a much more
severe test than 24 hours at Le Mans,
From the start, which is on a climbing
bend, the road rises in a serics of twisting
turns o @ height of 1,970ft in seven miles.
It drops 1o 320ft in another five miles
and rises again very severely to L8706t in
1-7% miles and passes through several
small wwns and many hamlets. For the
next 13 miles o Campofelice, the road
goes down almost 1o sca-level, in a suc-
cezsion of plunging  curves 'ﬁ-‘i’lil:'h e A
severe test of brakes, gearbox and sus-
penston,  Just bevond Campofelice the

LAST LAP: PORSCHE SECOND AND THIRD

roagl runs  pacalle]l with the coast, and
there is a fMac-owm straight of almost five
miles with very fast and tricky bends to-
wards the end before appreaching the
start in a last series of bends and hairpins,

Official practice was vestricted to 3}
hours on Friday, when the roads were
closed, but unofficial practice in training
cars had been going on for several days.
Most competitors restricy practice in the
race cars to three laps, which are morc
than equal o 2 modern G.P. race when
the severity of the course 15 considered.

It was a foregone conclusion that the
muin contest would be between Ferrari
and Porsche.  Ferrari had three team cars,
two rcar-cngined Type 246 Sport for von
Trps-Gimker and Phill Hill-Gendebien,
and the Sebring-winning front-engined
F=litre vee-12 car, which also has the cul-
off tail and transverse stabilizer fin, for
Mairesse and the 19-vear-old  vounger
Rodrigucz, Ricarde. Best practice times
were those of von Trips (43min 42sec),
Ginther (46min 8scc), Hill (49min 15sec)
and Gendebien (43min S6sec).  Mairesse
did not complete one lap before going
off the road in a big way, so FIgUCZ
did not practise; the car was repaired at
the local Fiat works in time for the race.

Porsche brought one completely new
car, to be driven by Bonnier-Gurney. It
was similar 10 the Le Mans practice car
minus the hardiop, but retaining the
hump with rear air-entry over the car-
burcttors, It ‘is basically similar 1o the
RS 60 in mechanical specification, but has
a 4in. longer wheelbase and a” 1966 c.c
enging having a bore and stroke of . 74mm
X92mm. The maximum power of
around 163 b.h.p. i5 no %I’L‘ﬂttl’ than the

1700 ¢.c. engine of the RS 60 used by

Hermann and Barth, but the torque is
151 Ib. fr. ar 5,000 r.p.m. compared with
110: this i of grear importance on a
circuit ke the Targa Florio, Bonmer's
best practice lap was 42min Ssec; Gurney
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recorded 44min 35sec, Hermann J44min
48sec and Barth 44min S6sec.

Moss and Graham Hill practised with
the 1700 cc. RS 60 with best times of
41min dscc and 44min Ssec respectively,
Hill. doing only onc lap. - On Saturday
night the enpine was changed for a 1966
¢ unit, but the carburation was not
good  on  pick-up Jow down, Two
Carreras were entered in the G.T. class.

Maserati  were represented by two
Type 63 2E2litre four-cylinder, rear-
engined cars entered by Scuderia Serenis-
sima and driven by the local Sicilian
Vaccarclla—who put up such a good per-
formance in last vear’s race—and Trin-
tignani. Maglioli and Scarlatti shared the
second car, which had a high and short
stabilizing fin. Best practice tmes were
by Vacarella, 44min -43zec:  Maglioli,
45min 40scc; and Scarlatt, 47min 383,
Boffa, in onc of four pwo-litre sports cars
entered, recorded 45min 48sec.

The only British-made car entered was
a Lows XI, of Squadra Conrero, drniven
by de Leonibus and Munaron. There

were 54 starters, split into four sports car
classes and two Gran Turismo classes.

Boanier drives without goggles in the new
Z-litre Porsche, which he shored with Gurney to
finish second

The Rage

Crowds, many of them on foot, had
been making their way (0 and around the
circuit most of Saturday night, ready for
the 7 a.m. start on Sunday, which was a
brilliant sunny daﬁ'. First car away from
the starting arch was Russos  sprint
Veloce Alfa Romeo; the remainder of the
ficld followed atr 30-sccond intervals with
o onc-minaic gEp between classcs, Last
car o leave ar 7.34 am. was the Ferrari
of Phil Hill, who went off at a very fast
pace bur did mo complete one lap. He
misjudged a corner after abour 30 miles—
and was big enough 1o admic freely his
mistake=—and went off the road.

Before going off Phil Hill was involved
in an amusing incident with von Trips,
who had started 30 seconds earlier. Hill
caught him up after about 25 miles but
von Trips, with the poor rearward vision
of the Ferrari, was not aware of his
presence; the impatient American went

The winning Ferrari on the stéep approach to Caltevulure during the emozing last fap of von
Trips. in which he almost broke 40 minutes

%o far as to bump him several times from
the rear. In desperation Hill tried to
squeeze  past, there was an  anxious
moment and both swalled their ines
with Hill facing the wrong way the
coursc—a- quite desperate siiuation tem-
porarily for the two leading Ferrans.

Ar 7.48 am. the marcon fired from
high on the hill, o warn of cach car
approaching the very tricky pils entrance,
significd  the armival of the Cooo-Sand
Alfa Romeo Giulietta. First car into the
pits was another Giulietta, for a quick
suspension check after a brush with one
of the countless crags ¢n roule.

All eyes were on the ‘Porsche con-
tingent, which Bonnier headed 27-9sec
ahead of Moss; the latrer was thus 3-1sec
in the lead for a tme of 42mun 18-3sec
and a. % of 102:115 k.p.h. (63-32
mph), followed by Bonnier 42min
Z1-4scc), von Trips (43min 0-1sec), Vaca-
rella (43min 22sec) and Hermann (43min
24.3se¢).  The fastest Giulietta of Russo-
Pernice had achieved the incredibly good
time of 47min 48-1sec, 11-lsec quicker
than the very special Lancia Flamnia of
Cabianca and Zagato and Zmin 11-1sec
fazter than the Lotus X1 of de Leonibus-
Munarod.

On the second lap Moss began o tum
on the heat. and st the first of his new
lap records  in
41l min FReC,
104-947  kph.
(6521 m.p.h). His
lead over Bonnier
increased to
18-8sec. while von
Trips spurted in

On the opproach o -
the Villoge of Cerda,
five miles from the
start, all the cars did
a deer’s leap. This s
the Alfa Romes
Givlietta of Buzzetti
and  Avario-Sinibaldi
which finished four-
feenth  overall

a big effort 1o reduce his deficit behind
the bearded Swede; actually he fell back
o 232sec, with Vacarclla sill fourth
in front of Barth, Boffa was driving a
very dashing race in his 2-litre Maserati,
being seventh behind the voung Rod-
nguezr, who was more restrained than
had been-expected, and Maglioli in the
type 63 Mascrati. The blazing first lap
of the Russo-Pernice. Giulieita was too
good o last, the former going off the
road, and Cdco wook over the lead in the
soall (GUT. class with a similar car.

On the third lap Moss passed Bonnier,
to increase his lead 1o Imin S2sec and
reduce the lap record o 40min 58-d4sec,
10544 k.p.h. (6567 m.p.h.), while von
Trips had closed up to 129cc behind
Bonnier. Boffa passed Maglioli 10 take
sixth position, and the 1500 cc Owea of
Scarfiomi and Colin Davis was poing like
the wind ar eighth.

At the end of thiz lap, the Ferran
strength was reduced 1o one car. Rod-
riguez had gone off the road with the
vee=12  3-litre which' seemed  slighdy
damaged; he called ar the pits, having
brought Phil Hill as passenger, and a
quick look revealed a holed fuel tank,

The fourth lap was full of excitement

Continued on page 729
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